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The River Erne Lowlands LCA 44 is the southernmost in the County and borders both 

County Leitrim and Northern Ireland. It is the only part of County Donegal that has a 

border with the remainder of the Republic of Ireland, just south of the tourist resort of 

Bundoran.  It is a low lying gently undulating drumlin landscape patterened with 

deciduous hedgerow and tree bound regular rectilinear fields framed by Tievebaun 

Mountains in Sligo to the South and the Cliffs of Magher and uplands in Fermangh to the 

east.  Outside of the main towns, a dispersed scattering of one off houses sit within an 

organised and attractive working rural landscape .   

A large peninsular sand dune system and beach, Tullagh Strand, extend north from the 

N15 road narrowing the estuarine mouth of the Erne River, and the large military base 

‘Finner Camp’ is located on the dune system close to the road.  

The River Erne was dammed to the east of Ballyshannon in the late 1940s and further 

east up river at Cliff in Northern Ireland creating Cathleen’s Falls hydroelectric system, 

the first major cross-border co-operation project since the partitian of Ireland.  

The southeast of this LCA borders 2 Landcape Characters in Northern Ireland, Lower 

Lough Erne 2 and The Garrison Lowlands 1; and borders 2 Landscape Character Areas in 

adjoining County Leitrim to the south west, Tullaghan Coast Character Area and Lough 

Melvin Lowlands Character Area. 
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Landscape Character types 

 

Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

 

Land Form and Land Cover 

 

• The LCA is a mostly low lying landscape of ‘Ballyshannon Limestone formation’ save 

for a narrow band of Gneiss along north eastern boundary and punctuated with 

pockets of sandstone and shale along the west coast. 

• Primarily agricultural landscape of rectilinear deciduous tree and hedge trimmed 

fields throughout the LCA with areas of rundale system still evident east of Bundoran.  

Seascape Unit 19 extends into the west of this LCA covering more than half of the area and the 

key points within this area are listed below: 

• Key characteristics uses:  Donegal Bay seascape unit extends into this LCA; there are 

agricultural, , tourism, marine, fishing, sporting, and military uses in this area.  

 

• Coastal edge: Sandy beaches, dunes systems and unique limestone shelving stoney inlet 

with hexagonal shaped rocks at Bundoran. 

 

• Visibility: Uninturpted views of the sea along sections of the coastal roads, with main views 

to sea from headlands and beaches. 

 

• Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural 

features: Surf at  Tullagh Strand Bundoran, limestone paving at Bundoran, blue flag beach, 

established seaside resort, army camp at Finner, and heritage town of Ballyshannon. 
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• Bundoran has an interesting coastal edge of rock slabs extending to sea and two 

sheltered sandy bays, just north the large peninsular sand dune system and Tullagh 

Strand, 

• Hydroelectric power station and dam at Ballyshannon are a prominent and dominant 

element in the landscape within the north of this LCA. 

Settlements 

• Ballyshannon: Ballyshannon is an important heritage town of significant historical, 

architectural and archeaological 

imoprtance and designated as both 

a historic and heritage town.  

Ballyshannon has a designated 

archaeological complex and there is 

also a large concentration of 

monuments in the vicinity of the 

town reflecting the continual 

occupation of these fertile lands 

since Neolithic times, owing to its 

location on the strategically 

important River Erne.  Assaroe falls 

was prized for fish yields and the 

river provided the link between 

Lough Erne and the sea. The crossing of the Erne by road made this an important 

transport node, for military control, trade and commerce.  The architectural heritage 

of Ballyshannon forms an intrinsic part of the character of the town particularly the 

town centre streetscape and the Chrurch of Ireland dominates and informs the 

skyline of the town and the wider surrounding landscape.   

• Bundoran: Bundoran is situated along the strategic N15 National Primary Route 

linking Donegal with Leitrim and Sligo. The town has developed in a linear form along 

a main axis route parallel to the coast.  It retains a strong tourism function and 

character based on its seaside location and natural amenity and serves as a gateway 

to the County providing a strong accommodation and touring base for visitors. The 

tourism industry in the town is well established with its origins as a nineteenth 

century seaside retreat and is largely based on the high quality natural coastal 

environment with sandy beaches, surfing waves and a coastal golf course. The urban 

core has a unique character of historical and architectural merit, with 8 protected 

structures and 14 NIAH listed buildings and an Architectural Conversation Area 

includes Bayview Terrace, a row of eight two-bay, three storey Victorian houses 

fronting the promenade. 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Rich archaeological heritage throughout this LCA with a number of Recorded 

Monuments.  

• Ballyshannon is designated as an archaeological complex and there is a large 

concentration of monuments in the vicinity of the town reflecting the continual 

occupation of these fertile lands since Neolithic times, owing to its location on the 

strategically important River Erne.  Assaroe falls was prized for fish yields and the 

river provided the link between Lough Erne and the sea. The crossing of the Erne by 

road made this an important transport node, for military control, trade and 

commerce. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 33 RPS structures and 134 

NIAH. 

• Most of the LCA consists of straight-sided and surveyed rectilinear fields, with an 

area of Ladder farms (Historic fields of distinct character Generic HLC-type) near 

Bundoran.  

• History of estate lands within this area, still strongly evident in the landscape. 



 

199 

 

Access and Recreation  

• The N15 forks southward at Ballyshannon continuing as the N15 into Leitrim and 

eastwards as the N3 towards Beleek; a good network of county roads permeate this 

low lying, rolling agricultural area.  

• The Wild Atlantic Way runs south along the coast of this LCA following the N15 

through Ballyshannon and then Bundoran to the Leitrim Border. 

• Tourism is a major industry in this area particularly around the seaside resort of 

Bundoran that has a plethora of water sports, gaming centres and a vibrant 

entertainment scene including the internationally acclaimed Sea Sessions. 

• The Enniskillen and Bundoran Railway line opened in 1868 connecting Bundoran to 

Ballyshannon, Beleek and into the west and continued until 1957. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 237.6ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 100.1ha of pNHA sites. 

• Important biodiversity links through the area are created by the riverine corridors, 

deciduous tree and hedgerow bound fields. 

• Large salmon deaths at dam, caught in trap (to be expanded) 

Forces for change 

• Caravan parks. 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in both the rural landscape and within 

Bundoran. 

• Golf tourism 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

• Expansion of Finner Camp 

• Development of historic properties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


